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to have a personal object, and who has made his welfare
dependent on that of others. He sacrifices himself to the
body of which he has become a member. In giving up
present pleasure he does not differ from the isolated man
of the philosophers, but he differs from him in giving it up
not prudentially that he may get more of it in the end or
something better than it, but disinterestedly and for the
sake of other people. It is no doubt true that a man's
personal happiness is much increased by becoming a mem-
ber of a community and having an object apart from him-
self; for, according to the paradox already stated, no man
is so happy as he who does not aim at happiness. I3ut
that such personal happiness is not the ultimate object of
the social union is plain from this, that men are expected
to sacrifice not a part of their happiness, but all of it, for
the state, and to die in battle for a cause in which they
may have no personal interest, and which they may even
hold to be unjust. It was not with any personal object
whatever, it was with no hope of reward in a future state,
it was not for glory, if their poet may be believed, but in
obedience to the laws of Sparta, that the three- hundred
laid down their lives in the pass of Thermopylae Such
a disinterested surrender is implied in the very notion
of a political community. It is accordingly inculcated
throughout this discourse as the great duty of those who
enter the kingdom of God. They are to surrender all
personal claims—not only, as Christ said often on other
occasions, goods and property, life and family ties, but
other claims, which it seems not painful merely but de-
grading to waive—the claims of wounded honour, of just
resentment of injuries. All these things we are to be

